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European Parliament Working Group on Freedom of Religion 

welcomes the adoption of EP report on “Human Rights in the world 

in 2012” including a section on FoRB 

The European Parliament Working Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief (EPWG on 

FoRB), co-chaired by Dennis de Jong (GUE) and Peter van Dalen (ECR), welcomes 

the adoption in Strasbourg today of the annual European Parliament human rights report. For 

the second consecutive year the report includes a strong and elaborate section on FoRB. This 

has been achieved thanks to a series of amendments tabled by the EPWG and successful 

lobbying of the authors of the report. 

 

The section on FoRB stresses that FoRB is a universal human right which is protected under 

Article 18 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). The section 

calls on the EU to promote and prioritise the right to freedom of religion or belief within 

international and regional fora. The section also contains a paragraph based on amendments 

tabled by the EPWG on FoRB that condemns increasing violence committed by state and 

non-state actors against people based on their religion or belief and impunity and the lack of 

protection for religious or belief communities.   

 

The EPWG on FoRB is particularly pleased that its amendment on converts which states the 

European Parliament “opposes any legislation that penalises individuals for changing their 

religion or belief; expresses profound concern at the fact that, as a result of such legislation, 

individuals in certain countries face imprisonment or even the death penalty” was included in 

the report. The EPWG on FoRB is also pleased that an amendment on blasphemy laws which 

states that the European Parliament “opposes laws that penalise expressions deemed 

blasphemous, defamatory or insulting to religion or religious symbols, figures or feelings; 

states that these laws do not comply with accepted international human rights standards; 

condemns blasphemy law provisions in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, Pakistan and Saudi 

Arabia, which allow for imprisonment and the death penalty” was included in the section.  

 

EPWG on FoRB Co-President Dennis De Jong said “I welcome the report and in particular 

our call on the EU to step up its efforts in supporting inclusive intercultural and interfaith 

dialogue and cooperation at various levels.”  

 

EPWG on FoRB Co-President Peter Van Dalen added “By including a reference to the 

dangerous situation converts face and by naming countries which have blasphemy laws that 

allow for imprisonment and the death penalty, the report sends a signal to third countries that 

the Parliament is concerned by these developments”.  
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