
 
 

Mr. Antonio Tajani  

President, European Parliament  

 

Ms. Federica Mogherini 

High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security  

 

Mr. Stavros Lambrinidis 

EU Special representative on human rights 

 

CC: Mr. Donald Tusk, Mr. Jean-Claude Juncker, Mr. Jan Figel 

 

Friday 8 September, 2017 

Brussels, Belgium 

 

Mr Tajani, Ms Mogherini, Mr Lambrinidis, 

 

We write this letter to urge the EU to act in the wake of reports by a growing number of NGOs 

and the international media, of ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya - the single largest stateless 

group in the world, by the Myanmar (Burma) military.  

 

In less than three weeks, more than 270,000 Rohingya people have fled Rakhine state for 

neighbouring countriesi. Satellite imagery provided by Human Rights Watch shows that 

villages have been torched and there are suggestions that bodies have been cremated to hide 

the evidence of atrocities. These reports are devastating, especially when considering that these 

massive violations of human rights are taking place in a country whose leader is Aung San Suu 

Kyi, a Nobel and Sakharov-prize laureate.   

 

The European Parliament has addressed the appalling situation in Myanmar on several 

occasions, the latest being through its resolution on “Statelessness in South and South East 

Asia” adopted in June this year. To our dismay, the Burmese authorities have not taken the 

steps necessary to conform to their international and humanitarian obligations and they have 

even prevented the UN from delivering aid to those people most in need. 

 

Given the urgency and the magnitude of the situation, we, the members of the European 

Parliament Intergroup on Freedom of Religion or Belief and Religious Tolerance, hereby call 

for coordinated action from the various institutions of the EU through the following:  

 

1. Issuance of formal statements from the High Representative on Foreign Affairs, Federica 

Mogherini, Special representative on Human Rights, Stavros Lambrinidis and President of the 

Parliament Antonio Tajani, condemning the violence in absolute terms. 

 

2. Consideration of all possible means of compelling the Burmese authorities to put an end to 

these atrocities; including a halt into any trade and investments discussions between the EU 



and Myanmar and, failing any progress, imposition of sanctions in coordination with the United 

Nations. 

 

3. Organise an extraordinary fact-finding mission to Myanmar (and neighbouring Bangladesh) 

bringing together elected MEPs across the political spectrum and high-ranked national and EU 

officials.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dennis de Jong MEP 

Peter van Dalen MEP 

Lars Adaktusson MEP 

Margrete Auken MEP 

Miltos Kyrkos MEP 

Hannu Takkula MEP 

Amjad Bashir MEP 

 

 

i http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22041&LangID=E 

                                                 


