Conference Intergroup Freedom of Religion, Belief and Conscience
The influence of social media: from intolerance and hatred towards peace and understanding
Strasbourg, 10 July 2025

"Social media algorithms ensure that antisemitism and other hateful content spreads rapidly. This
must stop," was the message from EU Antisemitism Coordinator Katharina von Schnurbein during the
conference on the role of social media in rising antisemitism in Europe and religious persecution
worldwide, organized by Bert-Jan Ruissen as co-chair of the Intergroup on Freedom of Religion.

Von Schnurbein also stated that a huge increase in online antisemitism was already measured on
October 7, 2023, even before the Israeli army took action. The EU Coordinator on Combating
Antisemitism said social media platforms must adjust their algorithms. "Unfortunately, antisemitism
and other hate sells. With the new EU Digital Services Act, these platforms are obligated to prevent
hate speech and report how they do so."
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The Need to Fight Antisemitism Online
Within the EU, social media is of a huge influence
when it comes to the rise of antisemitism. What role
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From Intolerance Dr John Dayal, Indian Human Rights Activist
Social media as a tool to incite violence:
and Hatred the case of India
In India, social media is used to gather mobs for
Towal'dS violent attacks on religious minorities. We will take a
look at the pattern and listen to Dr Dayal's analysis.
Peace and
Understandlng Radboud Reijnen, Mensen met een Missie
Social media as a tool to spread religious intolerance
Social media is undoubtedly the biggest tool to spread
religious intolerance and hatred worldwide: we'll take
alook at what is happening in different countries.
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Social media as a tool for peacebuilding

Instead of spreading hatred, social media should
instead be used for peacebuilding. Search for Common
Grounds has developed multiple projects, such as
CREDIBLE in Ind ia to spread 1

using social media platforms.




